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THE AMERICAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 


N 18S2 a vroup of farsighted business and protession i} men in New York City 
recoynizing growing need for accurate knowledge concerning various 
parts of the world, created a central clearinghouse tor geogr: iphical intormation 

the American ¢ semigesire: al Society. The purp se of the founders was to advance 


the science of veour: ip! lV. by discussion, publicat ind lectures: to establish 


< 


age States a place where accurate information on every 


part of the glob nt be obtained; and to encourage exploration ind research 


Th public ations of the Society are varied. The Geographical Review, its long- 
established SCICNUITIC quarterly, alms at a balanced survey of the geographical 
thly periodical, Foeu comple ments the Review by presenting in 

popular torm background tacts ind geographical interpretations ot current world 


world. The mont 


problems. Books and monographs appear at frequent intervals in the Research and 


ial Publications series 


Phe Society's brary ts one of the largest geographical collections in the world 


ind the largest in the Western Hemisphere. In addition to the usual functions, 
since 1923 1t has maint uned a Research ( atalogue based ona scheme ot classitica- 


and it issues a monthly 


on specially devised for purposes of geographical research, 
bibliographical periodical, Current Geographical Publications. The map collection 1s 


pre-emment in selective and comprehensive world coverage: not only sheet maps 


but maps contained books and are entered nm M ip > atalogue 


For many years the Society has promoted studies relating to questions of wide 
public interest; for ex nitijui the white man in the tropics, settlement in the pioneer 
belts of the world. polar exploration, and the advancement of medical geography 
It has compiled a published in 107 sheets the well-known Map of Hispanic 
America, I 1,000,000, which has repeated \ proved Its usetulness TO scientists, 
businessmen, ind vyovernment officials It 1S also en raged in the development ot 


new tecl the ghee: of surveying 


niques and instruments designed to incre ee 

ind mapping. From time to time tive medals are ed by the Society. A coveted 

ed upon s ich men of stature as Peary, 


accolade, these medals have been conterr 
Byrd, Scott, Mackinder, and Theodore Roosev elt 


Phe qualifications tor Fellowship in the Society are an interest in exploration 
and travel, and in the spread ot geographic. il knowledge; thus its members are 


rec ruited from all walks of lite Membe rship is Of elght ty p 2. Fellows pay annual 


dues of $10; Sustaining Fellows, annual dues of $25; and Contributing Fellows. 


annual dues of $100. The other classes neuen are Lite Fellows, who 
contribute $250; Patrons, who contribute $ Patrons in Perpetuity, who con- 
tribute $5000 (this membership may be ind Benefactors, who con- 
tribute $50,000. There is also an Institutional Membe rship at $25 a year. Fellows 
ire entitled to the use of the library and map room, to admission to all lectures, 
to the Geogr iphi WU Review and to Focus, and to consultation with members of the 


1 
stat, They may obtain at cost: photostat coptes of maps and other materials and 
} 


] 
may purchase the Society public at substants il discounts 
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